the species are organized taxonomically, presented so as to conform to the many taxonomic rearrangements that have occurred since the publication of Birds of Ecuador. Despite the many fine paintings in other field guides, I can say that, as a naturalist who still struggles with the plumage subtleties that separate many species of flycatchers and fem a le h um m i ng b ird s (among others), the photos in this book are a very useful and welcome tool. The text, though necessarily brief considering the number of species involved, is well written and helpful. Each species' altitudinal range is provided, along with concise notes on behavior, habitat, and plumage. In addition to usually being the go-to place to narrow down the list of species observed, the text includes interesting and informative information that reflects the depth of experience that both authors have with Neotropical bird identification. The range maps depict each species' entire Ecuadorian range, which is useful if one should wander into eastern Ecuador. The maps are current and accurate but are printed quite small (again understandably). I found them generally useful, but they may be of only limited utility for someone unfamiliar with Ecuadorian geography. Given the geographic focus of the book, however, I would have preferred slightly larger maps that depicted only the species' range within western Ecuador.
In summary, Birds of Western Ecuador is a welcome addition to the growing number of guides to Ecuador's megadiverse avifauna. The high-quality photos, represent-ing a mind-blowing number of field-hours, are excellent identification tools because they show the birds in natural postures in their natural habitat (i.e., how you are likely to see them). Identification is further aided by brief but highquality text that will prove indispensable for confirming (or rejecting) your initial identification based on first impressions. For those of you interested in South American birds, particularly the Ecuadorian avifauna, this book will make a valuable addition to your library and a relatively light addition to your daypack. 
